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SUBJECT: ARAB SECURITY FORCE MOVES AGAINST CHRISTIANS AND 
PALESTINIANS 

1. SUMMARY. SYRIAN ARAB SECURITY PORCE (ASP) IN EAST BEIRUT 
AREA HAS SUDDENLY GROWN PROM SOME 600 TO SOME 3,000 TROOPS. 
CHRISTIANS HAVE REACTED WITH ATTEMPT TO ORGANIZE "GENERAL 
STRIKE." SIMULTANEOUSLY, ASP ELEMENTS HAVE REPORTEDLY MOVED 
SOUTHWARD PROM JAZZIN REGION TOWARDS NABATIYAH, A KEY ROAD 
JUNCTION NORTH OP THE LITANI. WE HAVE NO EVIDENCE OP ANY 
OTHER ASP MOVEMENTS SOUTHWARD AT THIS TIME. END SUMMARY. 

2. ASP MOVES IN FORCE INTO EAST BEIRUT. PROM VARIOUS 
SOURCES, WE UNDERSTAND THAT SYRIAN ASP PORCES IN CHRISTIAN 
EAST BEIRUT AND SUBURBS, PARTICULARLY SIN EL FIE, PURN ES 
CHEBBAK AND ANTILIAS, WERE SUDDENLY STRENGTHENED OVER THE 
WEEKEND. EARLIER, SOME 600 SYRIAN TROOPS WERE IN AREA, 

ON BASIS OP EARLIER UNDERSTANDINGS REACHED BETWEEN 
SYRIANS, CHRISTIAN MILITIAS, AND PRESIDENT SARKIS. 

SYRIANS NOW REPORTEDLY NUMBER ABOUT 3,000. ASP APPARENTLY 
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ATTEMPTED TO TAKE OVER SEVERAL BUILDINGS BEING USED BY 
MILITIAS AS BARRACKS OVER WEEKEND OP JAN 22/23, BUT DATT 
RECON AS OP 1400 JAN 24 INDICATED UNARMED CHRISTIAN 
MILITIA STILL OCCUPYING THESE INSTALLATIONS. BRAZILIAN 
CHARGE TOLD CHARGE JAN 24 THAT HE HEARD SOME HALF 
DOZEN ARTILLERY ROUNDS IN BAABDA AREA NIGHT OP JAN 23-24 
AND WAS TOLD THEY WERE CHRISTIANS FIRING AT SYRIAN 
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POSITIONS. HOWEVER, WE HAVE NO CONFIRMATION. 

3. CHRISTIANS REACT. ASF MOVE CAME IN MIDST OE WEEKEND 
POLITICAL CONFERENCE OF CHRISTIAN LEADERS (SEE SITREPS). 
BECHIR GEMAYEL (AS LEADER OE CHRISTIAN MILITARY 
UNIFIED COMMAND) AND DANY CHAMOUN (AS LEADER OF NLP 
"TIGER" MILITIA) REPORTEDLY CALLED IMMEDIATELY ON 
PRESIDENT SARKIS, WHO, ACCORDING TO A WELL-INFORMED 
CHAMOUNIST SOURCE, SAID HE WAS NOT INFORMED OF THE ASF 
ACTION. BECHIR GEMAYEL IS QUOTED IN ARAB 

WORLD JAN 24 AS SAYING, "THE MOVE TOOK US BY 
SURPRISE, BUT WE ARE ALWAYS IN UNDERSTANDING WITH 
PRESIDENT SARKIS." IN REACTION, BECHIR GEMAYEL 
THEREUPON LATE JAN 23 PASSED THE WORD TO CHRISTIAN 
MILITIA UNITS TO ENEORCE A "GENERAL STRIKE" TO BEGIN 
EARLY JAN 24. WE UNDERSTAND THAT SCHOOLS AND MOST SHOPS 
IN ASHRAFIYAH ARE CLOSED. AN NAHAR SAYS "UNIFIED 
COMMAND" HAS CALLED OPEN EMERGENCY MEETING. 

4. ASF MOVING TOWARDS NABATIYAH IN SOUTH. ACCORDING 
TO BOTH AL BAYRAQ AND AS SSFIR JAN 24, ASF ELEMENTS 
BEGAN 23 TO MOOE SOUTHWARD FROM AREAS OF JAZZIN AND 
JBAA TOWARDS TOWN OF NABATIYAH, AND VILLAGE OF KFAR 
TEBNIT. AS SAFIR SAYS ASF ESTABLISHED POSITIONS OUTSIDE 
NABATIYAH, AT ZOUTER, LATE JAN 23. AL BAYRAQ SAYS ASF 
IS "EXPECTED" TO ENTER NABATIYAH PROPER ON JAN24. 

GENERAL MOVEMENT OF ASF SOUTHWARD IN JAZZIN-NABATIYAH 
AREA IS CONFIRMED BY INTELLIGENCE SOURCES. WE HAVE NO 
INFORMATION, HOWEVER, ON STRENGTH OR COMPOSITION OF THE 
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FORCE, OR WHETHER IT IS SYRIAN OR OF OTHER ASF 
NATIONALITIES (SAUDI, SUDANESE, UAE). WE HAVE NO 
REPEAT NO INFORMATION SUGGESTING THAT THERE HAS BEEN ANY 
ASE MOVEMENT SOUTHWARD ALONG THE COAST FROM ZAHRANI 
OR EASTWARD FROM ZAHRANI ALONG THE PRINCIPLE SOUTHERN 
ROUTE INLAND (TO NABATIYAH). 

5. COMMENT: THESE PRELIMINARY REPORTS SUGGEST THAT ASE 
MAAY HAVE TAKEN A SURPRISE DOUBLE MOVE OVER WEEKEND OF 
JAN 21-23, AGAINST THE CHRISTIANS IN EAST BEIRUT AND 
AGAINST THE PALESTINIANS IN THE SOUTH, PERHAPS IN 
CONTEXT OF COLLECTION OF HEAVY ARMS. ASF FORCES HAVE 

SO FAR REMAINED NORTH AND WEST OF THE LITANI AND THERE 
IS NO INDICATION THEY INTEND TO CROSS IT. WHETHER ASE 
MOVED WITH OR WITHOUT PRESIDENT SARKIS' KNOWLEDGE OR 
APPROVAL IS AN OPEN QUESTION. 

LANE 
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